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“The Heart of Screenland” is the official city motto for Culver City, an 
incorporated city of 40,000 people in the midst of the megalopolis of 
Los Angeles. “All roads lead to Culver City,” its founder, Harry Culver, 
once said. All roads indeed.
 
Culver built the city from scratch starting in 1913, selecting a location 
that was halfway between downtown Los Angeles and the beach 
community of Venice, at the crossroads of a now long-gone regional 
public trolley system.
 
Culver City quickly became home to several movie studios, some of 
which disappeared, others which still dominate the scene. Hal Roach’s 
Laurel and Hardy comedies, shot on Main Street, captured the town in 
the 1920s, and Andy Griffith’s everytown of Mayberry was broadcast 
from the city’s backlots to screens across America.
 
In the 1950s, the city modernized. Its original Main Street was upstaged 
by a new Culver Center shopping area, a few blocks west. The studios 
turned to television, and the 1950s became the 1960s. In the 1970s 
the studio backlots were filled in with housing and office parks, as 
homogenization flooded the Los Angeles basin, turning Culver CIty 
into part of the continuous urban suburb.
 
In the 1990s, the city’s efforts to restore its identity and its downtown 
came together, beginning a rebirth of the Heart of Screenland. Over the 
next 15 years the core of Culver City would be substantially transformed 
by redevelopment projects and an influx of entertainment affluence.
 
Today Culver City is in some ways typical: It has a main street with a 
weekly farmer’s market, a fire station next to a police station next to a 
city hall, restaurants, businesses, infrastructure, and movie theaters.
 
In other ways though it is surreal and dreamlike − familiar in an 
idealized way. Culver City is built up around an industry of veneers, 
props, surfaces, and facades. If it is the Heart of Screenland, than it is 
the epicenter of representational space. Culver City is a place more like 
other places than most places, and in this way, unlike any place else.
 
Let’s go for a walk out the front door of the CLUI, through the layers 
between the front and back spaces of this city. Let's go on an urban 
safari, into the heart of the Heart of Screenland.

the heart of Screenland



24                  Abandoned Car Dealerships
This stretch of Washington Boulevard was the 
car dealership zone for Culver City. Most (but 
not all) of the dealerships have closed recently, 
and their buildings are in transition.

In the 1920s, Washington Boulevard was lined 
with speakeasies and jazz clubs, including Los 
Angeles’s Cotton Club, where jazz musicians 
like Lionel Hampton, Louis Armstrong and Diz-
zy Gillespie often played. 

The area is now experiencing a new entertain-
ment and commercial renaissance. On its east-
ern end around La Cienega Boulevard is Culver 
City’s official Art District, where, at last count, 
more than 30 contemporary art galleries were 
clustered in a four block zone, the largest con-
centration of such galleries in the nation. 

No doubt the closed car dealerships here will 
become part of this redevelopment trend. 
Rents have quintupled in the last 15 years. At 
the moment though, these empty hulks sug-
gest, romantically and prematurely, the end of 
an automotive era.

25                                     Metro Rail Stub
The Venice/Robertson stop for the new Metro 
Rail system is under construction, but should 
be open in 2012. This is the western edge of 
the city’s new regional public transportation 
system, similar to the famed Red Car trolley 
system which once held Los Angeles together 
from the early 1900s to the 1950s. 

This, the Exposition Line, heads eastward, 
and connects to a north/south line that heads 
through downtown Los Angeles. Westward 
from here the line will go over Venice Boule-
vard, and follow the former right of way of the 
original railroad, eventually connecting to Santa 
Monica, a few blocks from the ocean. Though 
it is just a stub now.



The first tour in this booklet is of the downtown area of Culver City, and 
covers just a few blocks − it takes an hour or so, and is best done on 
foot. This tour begins at the Center for Land Use Interpretation office 
and exhibit space, at 9331 Venice Boulevard, across from Main Street, 
Culver City.

The second tour begins at Culver Center − a shopping plaza, established 
in the 1950s, which was designed as a new post-war, car-centered 
version of Main Street. This tour covers an arc around downtown Culver 
City, extending to the Baldwin Hills and the Hayden Tract, an area that 
would take a few hours to cover by foot, less by bicycle or car. 

Visitors wanting to make a day of it could do the downtown tour, have 
lunch, visit the Center and the Museum of Jurassic Technology, then 
embark on the outer loop tour.

23                                Hal Roach Studio
Hal Roach moved his growing studio from 
downtown Los Angeles to 10 acres in Culver 
City in 1919, and later added the adjacent 
Lehrman Studios, establishing the “largest 
comedy making studio in the world.” The 
studio produced around 50 comedic fea-
tures a year, including most of the Laurel and 
Hardy, Our Gang, and Harold Lloyd movies. 
Frequently filming on location on the streets 
around Culver City, these films captured the 
evolution of the city in the background. 

The studio closed in the early 1960s, and 
the buildings were torn down and modified 
into the Landmark Industrial Tract, here at 
the intersection of Washington and National 
Boulevards. A monument under a lone tree 
commemorates the studio site.

22                                      Helms Bakery
The large art deco buildings of the former 
Helms Bakery have been turned into fancy 
furnishings stores and restaurants. 

Helms was the only other large manufacturing 
business, besides Western Stove, to move to 
Culver City early on. The Helms Bakery won 
the contract for supplying bread for the 1932 
Olympics in LA, (one of the Olympic Villages 
was nearby in the Baldwin Hills), and the com-
pany grew considerably as a result. 

Helms bread was never sold in stores, but 
delivered to homes, “Daily at your Door,” as 
the sign above the building still says. Helms 
bread was the first bread on moon, via Apollo 
11, in 1969. Perhaps having reached its apo-
gee, the company closed later that year.

tour one and tour two 



The Pittard and Sullivan Building, at 3535 
Hayden, was the first of Eric Owen Moss’s 
buildings to be approved by the City under 
the designation Architecture as Art in 1997. 
Others under this unusual designation include 
the Umbrella building (1999), the Beehive 
(1998), and What Wall (1998).

The Samitaur Tower, a 72-foot-high steel 
tower, has translucent acrylic that can turn 
into a screen for light works and video. The 
tower is a form of architectural punctuation, 
located at the intersection of Hayden and 
National, next to the new light rail tracks, and 
at the main entry point for the Tract. Just as 
Harry Culver built his sales office where the 
trolley tracks of Venice Boulevard met his new 
Main Street, and drew people in with spot-
lights on the roof, the multimedia Samitaur 
Tower is intended to draw people in to this 
new high-tech creative artistic industrial dis-
trict, a new kind of Culver City, in the future.

The Stealth Building, at 3534 Hayden, is occu-
pied by advertising firms and is the gate-
way to a campus-like cluster of Conjunctive 
Points buildings, which includes the Umbrella 
Building, which was originally constructed as 
an experimental music performance space 
for the LA Philharmonic, a plan that changed 
when Disney Hall was finally built. It has 
been reconfigured for new tenants, a graphic 
design company.

The Beehive and the Box are adjacent struc-
tures on National Boulevard at Hayden. The 
Box was originally designed as a private din-
ing and meeting room for a restaurant. The 
Beehive is a conference room built onto an 
existing warehouse, now occupied by Media 
Temple, an internet service provider. 
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21                   Hayden Tract
This part of town has become a surreal cre-
ative space industrial park, due to the rela-
tionship between the developers Fred and 
Laurie Samitaur Smith, who own many of the 
buildings, and the architect Eric Owen Moss, 
whom they hired to convert existing ware-
houses into more interesting structures, start-
ing in the late 1980s. Nearly the entire output 
of the architect’s built projects exist here in 
these few blocks, and there are many larger 
plans for the Hayden Tract in the future. The 
tract was developed early on to be an indus-
trial base for Culver City. The first large com-
pany to move in, in 1922, was Western Stove, 
which made parts for the military in WW II, 
and which grew into a major factory, with 
720 employees on 11 acres. After the war the 
40 acre tract was platted out into 60 commer-
cial lots by Sam Hayden, with the support of 
Adolph Stellar, (owner of the hardware store 
on Main Street, and the head of the Chamber 
of Commerce). The development was only 
partially successful, as after the war the rail 
tracks were abandoned, and the industrial 
base of the local economy changed. The area 
was run down and more than half vacant by 
the early 1980s, when the Smiths started buy-
ing abandoned warehouses here. They hired 
Moss, whose studio was in the tract, and 
began their architectural recycling program, 
naming the development Conjunctive Points, 
meaning "the point at which ideas take form 
as reality." The points are the various projects, 
and there are more than a dozen here now.

The Samitaur Building was the first large proj-
ect built from scratch by Owen Moss and the 
Smiths, in 1993. It was built for the Kodak 
company, which has since moved out. The 
building was built suspended over two exist-
ing buildings, in part to control access and 
improve security, a concern as the project 
followed on the heels of the 1992 riots. It is 
located a few blocks outside the tract, down 
National, on the other side of Ballona Creek.

Many of these buildings are visible on Hayden 
Avenue. At 3585 Hayden is the Smith’s foun-
dation, and Superfad, a design and marketing 
company. A suspended cactus garden was 
built inside a former industrial press frame, 
and a tower is planned for the site.

tour one
DOWNTOWN: THE HEART OF THE 

HEART OF SCREENLAND

1   The Center for Land Use Interpretation
2    The Museum of Jurassic Technology
3    Traffic Control Box
4    Venice Blvd. Overlook
5    Petroleum Products Pipeline Explosion Site
6    Harry Culver's First Sales Office
7    Main Street and City Boundary Line
8    Hardware Store Site
9    Zoetrope
10  Alley, Block One
11  Culver City Central Office
12  Alley, Block Two
13  Underneath Washington Blvd.
14  Culver Theater
15  Culver Plaza Theater
16  Lawrence Joseph Fantasy House

17  Sony Plaza Corporate Center
18  Sony Studio and Historic Entryway
19  Culver City Post Office
20  City Hall
21  Meralta Office Plaza
22  Culver City Fire Station Number One
23  Camouflaged Utility Boxes
24  Town Plaza
25  Landmark Theaters
26  Culver Hotel
27  Harry Culver Statue
28  The Empty Lot
29  Culver Studios
30  Sony Pictures Imageworks
31  Trader Joe's
32  Ivy Substation



19                      Culver Studio’s Back 40
This area, now developed as an office park 
cul-du-sac known as Hayden Place, was the 
site of the 28-acre backlot for Culver Studios. 
On this site was the 1927 set from Cecil B. 
DeMille’s King of Kings, which was reused 
for King Kong in 1933, and then burned as 
part of the destruction of Atlanta in Gone 
with the Wind in 1939. Starting in the 1950s, 
under ownership of Desi Arnaz’s Desilu, the 
studio turned towards television production. 
The small town sets for shows starring Andy 
Griffith, Ozzie and Harriet, and Gomer Pyle 
were here, as was Stalag 13, the Nazi POW 
camp set for Hogan’s Heroes. The site was 
bulldozed and built into an office park in 
1976. 

20                  Century Studio Sound Stages 
Two warehouse buildings on Hayden Place, 
the former backlot of Culver Studios, are 
active sound stages operated by the Century 
Studio Corporation for the production of tele-
vision and commercials. Productions filmed 
here include the television show Cougar 
Town, and Hell’s Kitchen, a live audience, 
unscripted television show produced in part 
by ITV America, the American associate of 
Britain’s Independent Television service.



1      The Center for Land Use Interpretation
This tour begins at the Los Angeles office 
and display space for the Center for Land Use 
Interpretation. The Center produces public 
programs, such as exhibits, internet resources, 
and tours, about the built landscape of the 
United States. The CLUI has been at this loca-
tion since 1996. Though the Center's mailing 
address is Culver City, it is physically located 
300 feet into Los Angeles.

2         The Museum of Jurassic Technology
The Museum of Jurassic Technology is a good 
place to get oneself reoriented in a fundamental 
way. It is an unusual museum of artifacts, 
displays, and curiosities of the natural and 
human world. The Museum is open Thursdays 
through Sundays, and admission is free with a 
small donation.

3                   Traffic Control Box
This box controls the timing of the traffic 
signals for this intersection, and is full of 
rack-mounted electronics, which operate 
independently or are wired to the city of Los 
Angeles’ Automated Traffic Surveillance and 
Control (ATSAC) center, located on four levels 
beneath downtown Los Angeles’ City Hall.

Information from sensors, such as inductive 
loops (visible as circular cuts in the asphalt at 
the southern end of this intersection, and on 
the left hand turn lanes of Venice Boulevard) 
detect the presence and number of vehicles, 
information that then affects the duration of 
the traffic light cycle. 

The basic timing cycle for traffic lights, called 
the background cycle, is generally determined 
by the width of the road multiplied by a 
pedestrian walking time of 3.2 feet per second. 
If no pedestrians press the walk button, the 
cycle may be accelerated or reduced, and time 
of day and day of the week are also factors 
that affect signal durations, controlled by 
equipment in this box. 

18               Baldwin Hills Dam Failure Site
Continuing west a few more blocks, then 
heading south on La Cienega Boulevard, takes 
you into the east part of the Baldwin Hills, a 
bit of a side trip, but an interesting one. 

A significant dam failure and flood occurred 
here, in what is now Kenneth Hahn Park. 
In December 1963, a hole appeared in the 
face of the Baldwin Hills Dam, a 230 foot tall 
dam holding a 19 acre reservoir with close to 
300 million gallons of water in it. Within a 
few hours the hole grew into a crack in the 
dam face, and the contents of the reservoir 
suddenly spilled into Culver City, washing 
away 65 homes, and killing 5 people, before 
the water dissipated into Ballona Creek. The 
entire event was captured by television cam-
eras, including a live telecast from a news 
helicopter circling above the dam as it gave 
way. Subsequent studies suggest that the 
dam failed because of ground subsidence that 
was caused by oil extraction, as the site sits 
atop the Inglewood Oil Field, heavily pumped 
since the 1920s. 

The Baldwin Hills Reservoir, part of a network 
of drinking water reservoirs built around Los 
Angeles by the DWP, was not rebuilt. It is now 
a grassy basin in Kenneth Hahn Park. Portions 
of the dam are discernable on the north end 
of the bowl.

La Cienega Boulevard, outside the park, is a 
divided, grade-separated highway passing 
through the Baldwin Hills. This is because it 
was supposed to be part of a Laurel Canyon 
Freeway which was never completed. The 
highway, proposed in the 1940s, and consid-
ered into the 1960s, would have connected 
the 405 near LAX to Interstate 5 in the San 
Fernando Valley. While this would have less-
ened the strain of the 405, which is one of 
the most congested highways in the nation 
(and is currently undergoing a $1 billion wid-
ening project through the Sepulveda Pass), the 
residents of Laurel Canyon, located just north 
of the Sunset Strip, stopped the project. 



17             North Central Outfall Sewer Air
                 Treatment Facility
The facility was completed in late 2010, at a 
cost of $13 million, by the city of Los Angeles’ 
Bureau of Sanitation. It was built to remove 
odors generated by the 11 foot wide sewer 
main that runs underground here. On site are 
three bio-filter trickling tanks, and four acti-
vated carbon treatment tanks, which process 
12,000 cubic feet per minute of air. There 
are several other sites like this on other main 
sewer lines. This one has been painted in 
cheerful colors, and adorned with public art 
by the artist Helen Lessick.

16    Transfer Station and Fire Training Tower
This is Culver City’s waste transfer station, 
where most of the city’s garbage, brought in 
by the city’s fleet of trucks, is collected, then 
repacked into larger trucks to be taken to 
landfills and recycling sorting centers. This is 
also the location for the city’s fire department 
training tower. In the 1920s, up to the 1970s, 
this was part of Culver Studios backlot. This 
portion, along the creek, was used as a jungle 
set for Tarzan productions. 

4                   Venice Boulevard Overlook
Venice Boulevard runs from downtown Los 
Angeles to the Pacific Ocean, and is a wide 
arterial street that once had an electric trolley 
running down the middle. Large cross-town 
streets and sidewalks like this often serve as 
highways for buried and elevated infrastruc-
ture, as well as vehicles. 

Access lids, manhole covers, and pull-boxes 
in the street and sidewalk provide access to 
pipes, wires, valves, and conduit, and often 
have labels indicating their function. 

Under the sidewalk at the northeast corner of 
the intersection are conduits for traffic signals, 
street lighting, and a storm drain. Also under 
the wide sidewalk along Venice Boulevard is a 
small tunnel containing communication lines 
for telephone, including a major fiber optic 
trunk line. Under the street surface are sani-
tary sewer lines (one of which is a few feet in 
diameter) owned by the City of Los Angeles. 
Under the median is a high pressure water 
main (the green valve protruding from the 
median is a pressure release valve for this line.) 

Above is a significant amount of wires dis-
tributing electricity: the six top wires are high 
voltage lines that connect substations; the 
lower wires supported by the two crossbeams 
provide lower voltage distribution to homes 
and businesses. Cable television, internet, and 
phone lines run below them.

The green valve in the median half a block west 
of the intersection is a pressure relief valve for 
the water main. When the valve was struck 
by a motorist in 2010, pressure was released, 
forming a tall shower of water on Venice Bou-
levard.



5   Petroleum Products Pipeline Explosion Site
Also located under Venice Boulevard is an eight 
inch petroleum products pipeline, indicated by 
a small sign protruding from the median. 

In 1976, one of the worst pipeline accidents 
of its type occurred here when an excavator 
digging in the middle of Venice Boulevard 
accidentally pierced the pipeline. The line was 
full of gasoline, and a jet of fuel sprayed on the 
buildings on the north side of the street, then 
ignited, engulfing the entire block in flames, 
killing a total of nine people. Some of the block 
remains unoccupied to this day (the empty lot 
next to India Sweets and Spices). This incident 
led to the establishment of the “one call” dig-
alert system for California, now obligatory 
across the nation. Despite this, an average of 
15 people a year die in similar accidents in the 
USA, mostly in incidents involving compressed 
natural gas though, not gasoline. 

The petroleum products line that exploded in 
1976 is still there, and is marked with a sign ev-
ery few hundred feet, when possible. There are 
many such lines under the city, carrying things 
like crude oil from pumping sites to refineries, 
gasoline from refineries to distribution termi-
nals, and jet fuel from refineries to airports and 
military bases, locally and even hundreds of 
miles away.

6                   Harry Culver’s First Sales Office
The two-story portion of this building, now 
Armand's Fireplace and Barbeque, was the first 
commercial structure Harry Culver built on his 
newly curbed Main Street in 1913. It was the 
first real estate sales office for his eponymous 
Culver City. Technically located 100 feet into 
Los Angeles, the office was highly visible, as it 
was on Venice Boulevard, a major thoroughfare 
connecting Venice Beach to downtown Los 
Angeles, and the popular Red Car trolley line 
passed by it. To make the office even more 
visible, Culver had a giant searchlight erected 
on the roof of the building. This intersection 
was where the cross-traffic of Los Angeles 
met the front door of early Culver City, a fact 
still evident today in the 45-degree facades in 
each of the four corner buildings facing the 
intersection.

14                       Baldwin Hills Oil Field
The Inglewood Oil Field underlies much of 
the Baldwin Hills, and is one of the most pro-
ductive of the 40 oil fields in the LA Basin. It 
was discovered in 1924, and has produced 
nearly 400 million barrels of oil since that 
time. Though it reached its peak in output 
in 1925, when Los Angeles was supplying 
a quarter of the world’s oil, it is still a major 
producer, extracting more than three mil-
lion barrels of oil annually. It was owned for 
many years by Stocker Resources, but was 
bought by Plains Exploration and Production 
(PXP) a few years ago. PXP, based in Houston, 
now operates a number of fields in the Los 
Angeles area. The company keeps around 
430 of the 1,200 wells in the hills pump-
ing. After World War II, the field was able to 
expand far beyond its surface confines, when 
the Culver City Council allowed them to start 
drilling laterally under the city itself (this gain 
in the city’s revenue helped the city build the 
Veterans Building the next year). Now the city 
is involved in a legal battle with PXP to stop 
further development of the field. It is the larg-
est contiguous oil field land left in the urban 
Los Angeles Basin, and the largest open space 
left in urban Los Angeles County. Its future 
is destined to be one of the major land use 
battles in Los Angeles. Proposals include a 
1,400 acre Great Park, integrating the existing 
park lands at Kenneth Hahn State Park, with 
a land bridge across La Cienega Boulevard, 
to the 950 acres of a restored, natural-esque, 
post-oil landscape, with trails, recreation, and 
wildlife habitat. In the meantime, and for the 
foreseeable future, it will continue to gener-
ate more than $200 million in oil and gas a 
year for its owners.

15              Baldwin Hills Craftsman House
This 5,000 square foot craftsman style house 
is over 100 years old and has been surrounded 
by oil fields since the 1920s, cut-off from the 
rest of the world. It is vacant and owned by 
a trust, but is used as film location, often for 
neo-noir films. For example, Curtis Hansen’s 
LA Confidential used the grounds of the house 
as the Victory Motel location (the place where 
the corrupt LAPD took suspects, and where the 
final shoot-out takes place).



7  Main Street and City Boundary Line
Main Street Culver City is often referred to as 
the “shortest main street in America” and it 
may indeed be so, as it is 3/5 of a block long, 
cut off by the city line between Los Angeles 
and Culver City. The street name changes to 
Bagley Avenue on the Los Angeles side, and 
Main Street on the Culver City side. The city 
line is visible as a change in paint in the road 
surface in the middle of Main/Bagley, and in 
labeled markings in the sidewalk on either side. 
The city line runs along the south wall of the 
alley on the western side, and between Grand 
Casino restaurant and an architecture office on 
the eastern side of the street.

8                            Hardware Store Site
A hardware store known as Stellar Brothers 
Hardware  operated here on Main Street for 75 
years before finally closing on May 24, 2008. 
The owners, apologetic but resolved, said that 
rent was more profitable than hardware. The 
space Stellar Hardware occupied has since 
been divided into three separate units, and the 
tenants have been restaurants and boutiques.

9              Zoetrope 
This zoetrope (a type of early cinematic device) 
is located on Main Street, at the entrance to 
an alley. It is one of seven in the downtown 
area, part of a public art project by artists Wick 
Alexander and Robin Brailsford, commissioned 
in 2001 by Culver City’s Art in Public Places 
Program. Culver City’s public art program 
includes dozens of sculptures in the downtown 
area, many referencing the cinematic history of 
the city. 

13                Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook
This visitor center on top of the Baldwin Hills 
opened in 2008 as part of a 60-acre state park 
that provides remarkable panoramic views 
from downtown LA to the ocean. 

The state of California, aided by local pres-
ervationists, bought the land more than a 
decade ago for $41 million to keep it from 
being developed into private homes. (When 
the deal closed, in December 2000, grad-
ing had already started for Vista Pacifica, an 
exclusive hilltop community.) 

Built near the crest, but not at the top, so as 
not to spoil the view, the 10,000 square foot 
visitor center was designed by an architectural 
team led by Ricardo Rabines and Taal Safdie.



10                                   Alley, Block One
This alley runs for two blocks behind the busi-
nesses of Washington Boulevard, providing 
an interesting view of their back door. Urban 
alleys such as this often exist to route the 
underground infrastructure that supplies the 
businesses – it's hard to repair a buried pipe-
line or cable if there is a building on top of it! 
Look out for different access lids for gas lines, 
electric lines, sewer lines, water lines, cable, 
fiber optic, and more. If a dig alert has gone 
out recently, you will see lots of colored spray 
paint indicating locations of the lines too. 
Blue paint is for potable waterlines; yellow 
is for gas, oil, steam, or petroleum; red is for 
electrical conduit, cables, and lighting lines; 
orange is for communication, alarm, and sig-
nals; purple is for reclaimed water (such as for 
irrigation); and green is for sewers. White is 
generally used by the engineers or contractors 
about to do the digging to mark the areas of 
concern with underground service alerts, usu-
ally shortened to USA when sprayed on the 
ground.

A modest diner named Tokyo 77 operated back 
here for more than 25 years, finally succumbing 
to development in 2011. 

Beyond it is the Cardiff Parking Structure, one 
of three large parking garages built by the city 
in the late 1990s to encourage business activity 
in the downtown area. Wayfinding graphics 
in Culver City parking garages have a motion 
picture theme.

11                                   Culver City Park
The main park for the City of Culver City is 
this 41 acre area in the Baldwin Hills. Features 
include baseball fields; an ADA-compliant (but 
often closed for repairs) interpretive nature 
trail in the form of a long elevated wooden 
ramp that zig-zags up the hill; a denuded dog 
park called the boneyard (across from another 
boneyard, for the city’s lamp posts and traffic 
lights); a passive grass area; an overlook with 
a view northward to the Hollywood and 
Santa Monica hills; and a 1,300 square foot 
skateboard park (which like most skateboard 
parks, exists at least partially in order to draw 
skateboarders away from skating in other parts 
of the city). The park was constructed in and 
around oil pumping operations, though the 
operating pumpjacks in the park perimeter 
have been removed. 

12                           HOK Architects office
HOK is one of the largest architectural firms in 
the world, building big institutional structures 
of all kinds, all over. This is their Los Angeles of-
fice, one of 25 offices for the company around 
the globe. HOK has built more recent govern-
ment and corporate buildings in the USA than 
any other firm. Some of the hundreds include 
the Air and Space Museum in DC, Symantec’s 
new headquarters, Tyson Foods' R&D center 
in Arkansas, the new Salvador Dali Museum 
in Florida, the Emergency Operations Center 
for Los Angeles, located in Koreatown, as well 
as numerous university buildings, labs, airport 
terminals, mission-critical data centers, gov-
ernment administration buildings, embassies, 
research centers, federal reserve banks, and 
prisons. They employ 1,800 people worldwide, 
and a few dozen in this building. 



11          Culver City Central Office
This building contains the telephone switching 
and routing systems for much of the Culver 
City area. It is one of more than 100 such 
telephone central office telco facilities in the 
Los Angeles region, and one of thousands in 
the USA. 

This one, known as CLCYCA11 in telco-
speak, was built by the Southern California 
Telephone Company, which became Pacific 
Bell in 1984, and then SBC. This is the build-
ing to which most telephone and DSL internet 
lines in homes and businesses in the area 
connect. It currently handles around 20,000 
consumer accounts and more than 4,100 
business accounts. 

Wires coming in, mostly underground, con-
nect first to main distribution frames, then to 
filters, switches, routers, access multiplexers, 
and other arrays of rack-mounted equipment. 
The other major phone company in the area is 
Verizon, which owns the former GTE network. 
It's local central office, CLCYCAXG, is in west-
ern Culver City, on Washington and Grand 
View, and is smaller. 

A separate door exists to provide access for 
telco service providers that have equipment on 
SBC's racks, as this building is linked directly to 
fiber optic networks with lots of bandwidth. 

The colored diamond on the door is a standard 
placard found on industrial buildings to con-
vey what kinds of hazardous materials might 
be inside for fire responders to be aware of in 
the event of an emergency. Each color is a par-
ticular type of hazard and the number refers to 
the level of hazard for that type, with 0 being 
none and 4 being the highest. This sign says: 
that there is a relatively high level of health risk 
(blue) due to chemicals or products inside (such 
as corrosiveness or toxic qualities), though no 
elevated risk of flammability (red); and a mod-
erate amount of unstable chemicals (yellow). 
The white area is used for special symbols; in 
this case a W with a line through it means that 
there is the possibllity of reactivity of the ma-
terials inside with water, something that fire-
fighters or spill responders need to know.

10                                       NPR West
NPR West is National Public Radio’s west 
coast site, the only other production facil-
ity NPR operates besides its main center in 
Washington DC. The 25,000 square foot offic-
es and studios opened in 2002 to encourage 
the production of western states program-
ming. Much of the staff was laid off following 
the cancellation of programs in 2008, though 
some interviews and segments for nation-
al programs such as Fresh Air and Morning 
Edition are still produced here. 

NPR is a nonprofit corporation founded in 
1970, as part of the federal act that creat-
ed the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
NPR creates and distributes media content 
to its membership radio stations, number-
ing over 700, with over 20 million listeners. 
These stations also broadcast content cre-
ated by American Public Media, Public Radio 
International, and other educational media 
companies. 

9                         Eco Station
The Eco Station is an animal rescue and indoor 
tropical educational park. Inside of the 18,000 
square foot office park structure is a Mayan 
city, six foot iguanas, jungle plants, butterflies, 
jellyfish, snakes, macaws, and wild cats. It was 
established by Erick Bozzi in 1997, a lawyer 
and animal rescue activist. Many of the ani-
mals here are confiscated by the government 
as illegal importations caught at the ports and 
the airports of the city. The Eco Station caters 
to elementary and high school groups, and is 
supported largely by private donations from 
film industry professionals. 



12                                       Alley, Block Two
The alley continues westward for another 
block, behind some of the restaurants on 
Washington Boulevard. Note, for example, 
the fire sprinkler pipes, electric service boxes, 
and propane tank storage behind Tender 
Greens, the linen service boxes and caged 
storage behind Ford’s Filling Station, and the 
fry-grease bins behind Honey’s Kettle Fried 
Chicken.

13                 Underneath Washington Blvd.
Washington Boulevard is the longest spine 
of Culver City, with the city limits running 
along it for more than 5 miles, from Lincoln 
Boulevard to La Cienega Boulevard. Like most 
major urban streets, this surface transportation 
artery also serves as a buried pipeline artery. 
This perpendicular cut shows some of the 
water, gas, and sewer lines that run beneath 
the surface.

7                                      Ballona Creek
The Rancho La Ballona, established along the 
creek in 1819, was the original 14,000 acre 
land grant that was later parceled out into 
private land by developers like Harry Culver.
 
The creek was also the marginal, river-
edged land that attracted filmmakers to 
shoot on location in the area. But with more 
development, the meandering stream became 
a flooding nuisance, and in 1935 the Army 
Corps of Engineers straightened the channel, 
filled the bed with rock (brought by barge 
from a quarry on Catalina Island), then poured 
concrete over the whole thing. 

Ballona Creek is now the principal drainage 
channel for the westside of Los Angeles, and 
a bike trail runs along one side of it. At the 
Culver City’s transportation maintenance 
facility, a large sculpture of a jug (called Crossed 
Currents, by Don Merkt), drips conceptually 
into the creek.

8    North Outfall Sewer Air Treatment Plant 
Ballona Creek before channelization was also 
a stinking sewer. Before the sewer lines and 
the first coastal treatment plant was con-
structed in 1924, raw sewage flowed by the 
basin’s “natural” drainage channels, princi-
pally the Los Angeles River, which drains into 
the harbor area at Long Beach, and Ballona 
Creek, which drains into Santa Monica Bay. 
As LA’s sewer system evolved, major intercep-
tor pipes were constructed underground as a 
separate system to carry sewage to the ocean. 

Three of the five main sewer interceptors con-
verge underground here, at the base of the 
Baldwin Hills, next to Jefferson Boulevard − the 
North Outfall, the East Central Interceptor, and 
the North Outfall Replacement Sewer. These 
pipes are up to 12 feet in diameter, and head 
to Hyperion Treatment Plant, on the coast next 
to LAX, the business end of the nation’s larg-
est wastewater collection system. There is little 
evidence of these massive pipes on the surface, 
except for access portal covers and gas/odor 
treatment plants, such as this one for the North 
Outfall Sewer.



5   Backlot Viewing Tower/Veterans Building
The city-owned Veterans Memorial Building 
was built in 1950, and included a tower 
where, for 25 cents, people could ride an 
elevator to the observation deck to look down 
on MGM’s back lot. The venture soon closed, 
and the tower contains communication equip-
ment now, as there is limited desire to peer 
down on the roof of the senior citizens cen-
ter. The Veterans building site is home to the 
city’s historical society (open by appointment), 
an auditorium, the city swimming pool, the 
national guard, and an emergency siren.

6                       Carlson Park/Speedway
This small park is in the heart of the old resi-
dential part of Culver City, and was the City’s 
first park. The park is also in the middle of 
what was, in the 1920s, a large oval car rac-
ing track, mostly made of wood, extending 
more than half a mile, from the edge of the 
studio on Washington Boulevard, to Ballona 
Creek, and between Motor and Overland 
Avenues. The track’s land was turned into 
housing, but the scale and shape of the track 
is apparent in the oval pattern of residential 
streets of the area.

14                                     Culver Theater
The Culver Theater opened in 1947, and was 
shuttered for many years, despite being in the 
heart of the Heart of Screenland. Culver City’s 
redevelopment authority renovated the build-
ing and leased it to a theater group, which 
opened the Kirk Douglas Theatre in 2003. The 
script for the original marquee was incorpo-
rated into the city logo, while the sign itself 
went into storage.

15                            Culver Plaza Theater
For more than ten years the Culver Plaza 
Theater was the only functioning movie theater 
in the Heart of Screenland. This six-screen 
movie house is now upstaged by the new, faux 
Art Deco, 12-screen Landmark Theater in Town 
Plaza.

The big blank exterior wall of the movie theater 
was covered by a colorful vinyl wrap mural in 
2004, made by the artist Ed Massey and called 
Syncopation.

16            Lawrence Joseph Fantasy House
This house and small apartment building were 
built by its owner and life-long resident, Law-
rence Joseph between the years 1946 and 
1970, though he continued to tinker with it 
until his death in 1991. Joseph, who worked 
as an artist and craftsman at places that includ-
ed the Walt Disney Company and Lockheed 
Skunkworks, built all the fixtures, cabinets, 
door latches, pools, shelving, and most ev-
erything else, by hand. Considered to be part 
of the fantasy revival or storybook style, this 
is one of the most remarkable structures built 
by an individual in the city. The compound re-
ceived historic status, lobbied for by his widow, 
Martha, in 1996. The home and apartments 
are still privately owned and occupied.



4                                  MGM Lot 2 Site
Across the street from the Overland gate of 
Sony Studios (Lot 1) is the site of MGM’s Lot 2. 
MGM had a number of backlots with outdoor 
sets that included streets, lakes, buildings, and 
villages modeling various parts of the world. 
Lot 2 was the most developed of them. The 
other lots were along Jefferson Boulevard and 
Ballona Creek. In 1969, Kirk Kerkorian bought 
MGM, and began to dismantle it. The back lot 
land, totaling more than 100 acres, was sold 
for redevelopment in the 1970s, and helped 
fund his other ventures, which included build-
ing the biggest hotel in the world at the time, 
the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. Lot 2 is now a 
senior center and retirement housing project, 
with streets named Garland Drive, Hepburn 
Circle, and Astaire Ave.

3                  Sony Studios Overland Gate
This is one of a few entrances to the Sony 
Pictures Entertainment Studio Lot, one of 
the five major movie studio complexes still 
active in Los Angeles. This was known gen-
erally as the MGM lot from the 1920s until 
the 1990s, when it was purchased by Sony. 
Films shot here over the years include Ben-
Hur, The Wizard of Oz, the Men in Black 
films, Air Force One, and the Spiderman films. 
According to some estimates, one fifth of 
all movies made in the USA were shot at 
least partially at MGM facilities. The 180-acre 
studio site, once surrounded by backlots, is 
now 45 acres. This portion, referred to as Lot 
1, is dense with soundstages and produc-
tion facilities. Stage 15, built in 1927, with a 
capacity of more than 42,000 square feet, is 
the second largest sound stages in the world. 
(Pinewood Studios in the UK has one that is 
45,000 square feet). Another prominent fea-
ture of the lot is the now empty water tower 
which looms above it. Built in 1937, the 160-
foot tall tower held 16,000 gallons, to provide 
water pressure for the studio. It was also used 
to fill the tank at Stage 30 - Stage 30 has a 
721,000 gallon, 90x100 foot pool, 12 feet 
deep, with a 20 foot deep plunge pit. Esther 
Williams musicals were filmed in the tank, 
and full size boats have been floated in the 
tank too. Tours of the lot are available for $33 
per person. Inquire at the Sony Plaza building 
on the other end of the studio lot.

17              Sony Plaza Corporate Center
This is the main administrative site for the 
Sony Pictures Entertainment Company, own-
ers and operators of the former MGM lot 
across the street, one of the five major movie 
production studio lots in the Los Angeles area. 
This modern building, with a sloped glass 
atrium, was built by MGM in 1985 as the 
Filmland Corporate Center. Inside the atrium 
are displays of props and costumes from the 
films made here. Also inside are restaurants 
and the starting point for studio tours, offered 
most weekdays, for $33 per person.

Across from this building is the Madison Gate, 
one of a few entrances for the studio lot. 
The building left of the gate is the Thalberg 
Building, the studio's historic administration 
building, built in 1938. The rest of the lot 
extends for several blocks southeastward to 
Overland Avenue.

18         Sony Studio and Historic Entryway
Further down Washington Boulevard is a 
colonnade that marked the former main 
entrance of the studio lot. According to the 
creation myth for the movies coming to Culver 
City, in 1915 Harry Culver saw movie maker 
Thomas Ince shooting a western on nearby 
Ballona Creek and persuaded him to build a 
studio in his new town. 

Ince’s company, Triangle Films, which he shared 
with D.W. Griffith and Mack Sennett, built its 
studio the following year here on Washington 
Boulevard, where the heart of Sony’s main 
studio complex now resides. The studio was 
bought by Samuel Goldwyn in 1918 and grew 
dramatically as the main studio for MGM, 
starting in 1924. Hundreds of famous films 
have been shot here, including Ben-Hur, The 
Wizard of Oz, and Singin’ in the Rain.  

Inside are 18 sound stages, including the 
second largest in the world. MGM had several 
backlots with outdoor film sets in Culver City, 
but they were sold off in the 1970s when the 
studio was owned by Kirk Kerkorian. Now  
those sites have all been redeveloped. 



1                                           Culver Center
Built on the site of a former boxing arena, this 
shopping plaza dates back to 1950, placing 
it among the first modern shopping centers 
in Southern California. Called Culver Center, 
it was an attempt to lure the central shop-
ping district away from Main Street to a more 
modern shopping environment, more tuned 
to car culture. Today, the dry goods, dime 
stores, and soda fountains have given way 
to Best Buy, Sit ‘n Sleep, and Panda Express. 
The classic Googie Ships restaurant building is 
now a Starbucks.

2                                   GlobeCast Teleport 
This dense cluster of dishes is a major node 
for communication satellites linking Asia 
and the USA. This teleport is operated by 
GlobeCast, a subsidiary of France Telcom, 
the largest communication satellite service 
provider in the world. The company has 15 
teleports like this across the world, including 
one in New York for connecting the USA with 
Europe, and one in Miami, for connecting the 
USA to Latin America. Known also as a head-
end facility, this is where the ground-based 
fiber optic network is converted to sky-based 
microwaves to carry signals over the ocean, 
via satellite. GlobeCast provides networked 
medium for internet content and corporate 
communications, and especially broadcast 
media, such as television news feeds, sports, 
and other programming. Television produced 
in Los Angeles is beamed to Asia via this facil-
ity, for example.

19                          Culver City Post Office
This is the main post office for Culver City. 
Known as the Gateway Station, it was built 
in 1940. Inside is a mural depicting a movie 
set in a backlot, painted by the artist George 
Samerjan in 1941. Directed by federal initia-
tives and seeking efficiency, Culver City post 
offices deliver to the area around the city 
as well as to addresses in Culver City itself, 
capturing some organizations that actually 
lie outside the city’s limits. For this reason the 
historic Hughes Aircraft Company, operat-
ing its primary factory near the city line in 
Playa Vista, had a Culver City address, and the 
Center for Land Use Interpretation, located 
275 feet outside the city line, has its mail 
delivered by the Gateway Station and a Culver 
City mailing address. 

20                                      City Hall
Culver City was incorporated in 1917, and a 
City Hall was built here in 1928 (replacing the 
one that used to exist where the Culver Hotel 
is now). The current City Hall building was 
built in 1995. 

The façade of the old city hall was recreated 
here, in front of the new city hall, intentionally 
invoking the false front of a movie set. 

The footprint of the old building, behind the 
façade, is called Heritage Park, and contains 
some interesting public art and sculpture, and 
a grand courtyard leading up to the doors 
of the City Council Chambers. In front of 
the doors, a large brass plaque with the city 
seal, embedded in a circular rotunda, asserts 
that this is the political heart of the Heart of 
Screenland. 

Stairs in the park lead to the parking garage 
underneath City Hall. Once beneath the build-
ing, one realizes that structure and its exten-
sive landscaping are suspended on structural 
columns above the parking garage, and that 
what seemed moments ago to be ground 
beneath one's feet is only a veneer. This sug-
gests that the landscape of the city on the 
whole is in a sense a sort of horizontal façade.



21                           Meralta Office Plaza
This was the site of the Meralta Theater, which 
opened in the 1920s to replace the theater 
that Harry Culver tore down to construct his 
Culver Hotel. It was the only movie theater 
in the Heart of Screenland for a couple of 
decades. It burned down soon after WW II 
and though it was rebuilt, it was upstaged 
by the opening of the moderne-style Culver 
Theater built across the street in 1947. Later 
the whole block was razed by the city to build 
its new fire station and this Mediterranean 
garden-style office building.

22       Culver City Fire Station Number One
This is one of three Culver CIty fire stations and 
the Culver City Fire Department's headquarters. 
On site, too, is the city’s Emergency Operations 
Center. Culver City has one of the best 
emergency response times for any community 
in the Los Angeles area – they will be there in 
under five minutes, 91% of the time. This is at 
least partially due to the wide boulevards that 
connect much of the city, radiating out from 
central points such as this. The police station is 
next door, behind City Hall. 

23                         Camouflaged Utility Boxes
Downtown has a remarkable number of metal 
utility boxes, containing equipment used to 
control irrigation, traffic signals, lighting, and 
other urban accoutrements. These boxes were 
considered an eyesore by the city’s public art and 
historic preservation coordinator, and so were 
made to disappear with a photographic tromp-
l’oeil wrap by local artist Joshua Callaghan. 
An interesting bit of evolution in the quest 
for disappearance of urban infrastructure, 
the vinyl is said to be good for five to seven 
years. A total of nine boxes were wrapped. A 
remarkable amount of public art is scattered 
around the downtown area, making for an 
interesting scavenger hunt. Some sculpture 
is inside the lobbies of private buildings, and  
some, which had earlier been commissioned 
by the city, was removed during the latest 
round of revitalization, making it very hard to 
find indeed.



24                                            Town Plaza
Built to a design originally proposed by DDR/
Oliver McMillan, the Town Plaza project 
was years in the making. The rerouting of 
Washington Blvd. changed the X intersection 
(Washington/Culver) that was at the heart 
of Culver City for most of its existence. The 
X that used to mark that spot is now Town 
Plaza, the redeveloped commercial Heart of 
Screenland. The Lion’s Fountain is a sculpture 
made in 2004. The lion is said to be a reference 
to Leo the MGM logo lion and the Wizard 
of Oz’s cowardly lion, but not (despite the 
resemblance) the “Lion King” (as that was a 
Disney production and they are in Burbank).

26                                          Culver Hotel
Culver City’s anomalous flatiron building, the 
46-room Culver Hotel, was built in 1924 by the 
founder and developer of Culver City, Harry 
Culver, with Charlie Chaplin as a financial 
partner. Culver moved his real estate company 
here from its previous location at the other 
end of Main Street, and his restored office 
is visitable on the second floor. The hotel’s 
history is steeped in movie lore, famous for 
things like the munchkin parties that took 
place here when 120 small stature actors were 
in residence during the filming of The Wizard 
of Oz in 1939. The hotel was once owned by 
John Wayne, who allegedly won it in a bet. 
Perhaps ironically, especially in the Heart of 
Screenland, the hotel was built on the site of 
the town’s only theater, which had to be torn 
down to construct it. City Hall was on this site 
too, and it was later reconstructed a few blocks 
away. The hotel was foreclosed on in 1995 and 
was bought by a group of Chinese investors 
known as TLI Business Exchange in 1997 for 
$2.8 million. Since then the hotel has been 
mostly restored and is open to the public. For a 
long time this was the tallest building between 
downtown Los Angeles and Santa Monica.

25                               Landmark Theaters
Downsized from its originally proposed 24 
screens, this 12-plex movie theater, built from 
scratch in retro-deco style, opened in 2003, 
the anchor of Culver City’s Town Plaza rede-
velopment plan. This movie theater is also 
notable as having the first fully-automated 
movie box-office in the state of California. 

1   Culver Center
2    GlobeCast Teleport
3    Sony Studios Overland Gate
4    MGM Lot 2 Site
5    Backlot Viewing Tower/Veterans Building
6    Carlson Park/Speedway
7    Ballona Creek
8    North Outfall Sewer Air Treatment Plant
9    Eco Station
10  NPR West
11  Culver City Park
12  HOK Architects Office
13  Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook

14  Baldwin Hills Oil Field
15  Baldwin Hills Craftsman House
16  Transfer Station and Fire Training Tower
17  North Central Outfall Sewer Air   
      Treament Facility
18  Baldwin Hills Dam Failure Site
19  Culver Studio's Back 40
20  Century Studio Sound Stages
21  Hayden Tract
22  Helms Bakery
23  Hal Roach Studio
24  Abandoned Car Dealerships
25  Metro Rail Stub
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27                              Harry Culver Statue
Outside the main entrance of the Culver Hotel 
is a life-size statue of the founder and developer 
of Culver City, Harry Culver, with his wife and 
daughter. Culver was born in Nebraska and 
came to California to seek his fortune. He 
learned the real estate business while working 
for Isaac Van Nuys, whose massive holdings 
in the San Fernando Valley were divided up 
and sold starting in 1911 (in preparation for 
the opening of the Owens Valley aqueduct in 
1913). Culver selected this largely unsettled 
area as his development and started buying up 
land in 1913. The rest is (local) history. 

28                                      The Empty Lot
The second phase of the Town Plaza project 
involves the redevelopment of this empty lot 
into retail/commercial space. The city closed 
the adjacent street a few years ago, rerout-
ing Washington Boulevard around the other 
side of the lot, in order to begin connect-
ing this space to the rest of the Town Plaza 
project. Various proposals have been consid-
ered and dismissed. In the meantime, movie 
and television companies use the lot and the 
closed street for logistics while filming around 
the Culver Hotel, Main Street, and the City 
Plaza area. This empty space has a movie 
making function in the heart of the Heart of 
Screenland.

29                                      Culver Studios
This was the second studio built by Thomas 
Ince after he sold his interest in what would 
become MGM to his partners D.W. Griffith 
and Mack Sennett in 1918. This studio has 
been owned or run at various times by Howard 
Hughes, Joseph P. Kennedy, RKO, David O. 
Selznick, and Cecil B. DeMille. Desi Arnaz’s 
Desilu productions bought it in 1956, and it was 
used mostly for television for the following 30 
years. Sony bought it in 1991, then sold it to its 
current owners, PCCP Studio City Los Angeles 
LLC, in 2004. The 28-acre backlot was located 
behind the studio, next to Ballona Creek. It 
contained the ruins of the Tara mansion from 
Gone with the Wind, as well as the Stalag 13 
set from Hogan’s Heroes. The site was leveled 
in 1976 and is now an office park.

The second tour begins at Culver Center − a shopping plaza, established 
in the 1950s, which was designed as a new post-war, car-centered 
version of Main Street. This tour covers an arc around downtown Culver 
City, extending to the Baldwin Hills and the Hayden Tract, an area that 
would take a few hours to cover by foot, less by bicycle or car. 

Culver Center is located at the intersection of Venice Boulevard and 
Overland Avenue, several blocks west of downtown Culver City and 
the CLUI offices.

tour two: the outer loop



32                                       Ivy Substation
Though located in Los Angeles, the Ivy 
Substation is the gateway to Culver City, where 
traffic along Venice Boulevard can veer onto 
Culver Boulevard, and enter downtown. 

Built in 1907, this building supplied electrical 
current for the electric Red Car trolley system 
of the Pacific Railway Company, which once 
circulated throughout the city and ran on tracks 
down the middle of Venice Boulevard. Another 
trolley line ran down the middle of Culver 
Boulevard, starting at this point as well. 

The convergence of electric railways in this 
area was one of the main reasons Harry Culver 
established his city here – it was a transportation 
hub, halfway between Abbot Kinney’s Venice 
development on the coast and downtown Los 
Angeles. 

After World War II, with the coming of the 
freeways, the trolley lines ceased to operate, 
and by the early 1950s this building fell into 
disuse. Located in and owned by the City of Los 
Angeles, it was an abandoned wreck for many 
years, despite being considered a gateway into 
Culver City. 

Los Angeles eventually leased it to Culver City, 
which redeveloped it and the surrounding park 
(called Media Park), starting in 1991. The Ivy 
Substation is now on the National Register of 
Historic Places, and is the home of the Actor’s 
Gang, a theater troupe fronted by the actor 
Tim Robbins.
 
And the tracks are coming back. The Exposition 
line of Los Angeles’ light rail system is being 
built now, and the last station on phase one of 
the project, the Culver City Station, will open 
in 2012, a couple of blocks east of here. 

Eventually, in phase two, the line will continue 
to the west, going over Venice Boulevard on a 
bridge to Santa Monica, and finally connecting 
Culver City to downtown Los Angeles, and the 
Pacific Ocean, by rail, once again. 

30                   Sony Pictures Imageworks
This deco compound on Ince Boulevard, 
across from Culver Studios, is the main cam-
pus of Sony’s Digital division, including Sony 
Imageworks, the visual effects and animation 
company associated with Sony’s film pro-
duction facilities nearby. Imageworks broke 
ground with Stuart Little, the first photoreal-
istic computer-generated (CG) star in a live-
action movie, and followed with blended CG 
and live cinema projects such as the Spider 
Man movies. 

While the main entrance is on Washington 
Boulevard, across from the Toyota dealership, 
the side entrance on Ince has an interesting 
piece of public sculpture outside the gate 
called Scan, which alludes to the digital work 
done inside the complex. It was made by art-
ist Jud Fine in 1996 as part of the city’s public 
arts program. 

31                                         Trader Joe's
Trader Joe’s opened in this newly construct-
ed parking garage in 2004, relocating from 
a smaller site several blocks away. The pri-
vately-held grocery store chain was started 
in Pasadena by entrepreneur “Trader” Joe 
Coulombe in 1967. He sold the company to 
the billionaire European Aldi grocery chain 
owner Theo Albrecht in 1979, and now there 
are more than 350 Trader Joe’s around the 
nation. The smaller curated selection of prod-
ucts saves customers time and energy making 
choices, and saves the company on store rent 
and warehousing. If measured by space, each 
square foot of a Trader Joe’s generates more 
than $1,750 per year, much more than any 
other grocery chain (and close to $20 million 
per year, per store).




